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REC ZRIEFPING 2] DECEMBER 19535
BRITIEH MOVES IN MIDDLE EAST

1. British assuming more robust pocition in defenme their widesproad
interests in Middle East.
A, Foreign Secretary Macmillan returned from Haghdad Pact meetings
(lat Nov) apparently convinced that vigorous new moves were

needed in area, both to bolster Iraq, and to counter Egyptian-

Saudl influence,

8.

ien. Templer, (Chief, Imperial Geaneral Staff), together
with hesad of Levant Dept, Yon 0ff, arrived Jordan 8 Dec,

anti-Pact rioting broke out 15 Dec

among Palestine refugees, spresd over whole couniry within

throe days.,

1. Propaganda brosdcasis and faked news reports from other
Arab states (Notably Egypt) fanned flames.

2, Jordan's Hritieb-led Arab Legion was barely sble to keep

order: wmany Casuslties and akrostn.

90A000600070012-1

13828

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :



Approved For Release 2001IO3%M79R00890A000600070012-1

1. Pissolution of parlisment automatically dumped premier
} Hajali: caretaker cabinet under “"elder statesman® Hashim

(close to royal family) will rus gov't uatil elections,

25X6

A, One focus of dispute im casis areas claimed both by Saudis aad

L Uk-backed local rulers., After thrse years of fruiltless

, negotiatioa, Sritish anmounced that forces of Sultan Mascat
| and Oman and also Shiek of Abu Dhabi bad occupiad Buraimi
oa 26 Oct,
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3. HNow, Sultas Ruscat and Oman slso receiving Aritish support in
moves agsinst dissideant feudatory, imsm of Inner Oman,
E25)(6 i, Sultan, whose coatrol over imsm in past was at best nominal
:25X6 no¥ anxious to bholster his authority in eantire kingm-

2, Imam logical first target, since he--with Baudi supportic-
25X6 has made claim of indepeadenca.

Basic motivation for UK actionm is Arabis is that British feeol

i,

25X6 compelled to protect their Persissm Gulf dopendencies--and oil--

V. Little chance sither Britisk or Ssadis will moderate their stands,

A, 1In view overall UK fuel situntion, British believs it essential
keep control oil supplies,

25X6

AppFove&?dﬁgéﬁ 2’051/0%’?61’%7%0&56% ‘ (ibusace Iraq,

Jordan, and now trylag teo elme off ssouth.,



